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Research Question 

Does the creation of  a 
piece of  Street Art 

constitute the 
criminal offence of  
property damage? 

 

Internal Doctrinal Legal 
Method 

(Hutchinson and Duncan, 2012: 114; 
McCrudden, 2006: 633) 

 

Analysis of  the Greek 
Criminal Code provisions on 

property damage  

(GCC 381-383) 

Examination of  these 
provisions’ interpretation 

within Greek legal literature 
and case law 

Achilles and Onebran. Faces in Love. Aiolou str. Athens. Photo: Thomas Gravanis 



Property Damage Cases 
according to Literature and 

Case Law 

 

‘making a smudge on an object or 
painting on it with ink or dye’ 

(Pavlou, 2006: 203) 

 

‘putting up posters, writing 
slogans, painting or generally 

sullying walls, cars, pillars, and 
other objects’ (Manoledakis and 

Mpitzilekis, 2013: 283) 

 

 

Also see Supreme Court 1231/1982; 
Supreme Court 444/2002. 

≠ 

Source: https://www.myartbroker.com/artist/banksy/top-
ten-prices-paid-for-banksy-art/ 
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Research Method 

Socio-Legal Approach 

‘What socio-legal studies is, exactly, is 

heavily contested but at its core, I 

understand it meant originally the use 

of  empirical social science 

disciplines such as sociology, 

anthropology, social psychology and 

political science to investigate and 

understand legal phenomena and 

the role of  law in society, on the 

basis of  both multi-disciplinary and 

inter-disciplinary work.‘ (McCrudden, 

2006: 637-638) 

 
Billy Gee, Alex Martinez and N_Grams. Loukanikos. Riga Palamidou and Sarri str. Athens. 

Photo: Thomas Gravanis 



Socio-Legal Research: Incorporation of  Visual Data into 
Doctrinal Legal Research 

Juxtaposition with Graffiti pieces (usually 
characterised as property damage by the 

Greek literature and case law) 

Emphasis on the Artistic Value of  Street 
Art as its Distinguishing Feature 

1UP. Unknown. 
Exarcheia, Athens. 
Photo: Konstantina 

Konstantinou 

ΗΓΗ. 
Unknown. 

Psyrri, Athens. 
Photo: 

Konstantina 
Konstantinou 

INO. Mona Lisa. 
Pireos Ave., Athens. 
Photo: Konstantina 

Konstantinou 

SimpleG. So Many 
Books, So Little Time. 
2 Megalou Alexandrou 

str., Athens. Photo: 
Konstantina 
Konstantinou 



Example 

‘usefulness of  the object as per its 
destination’ (Mylonopoulos, 2006: 344) : 

a) the object’s utility as per its 
purpose  

b) ‘each meaning [the object] 
could have for its owner 

according to social life 
perceptions’ (Mylonopoulos, 2006: 346) 

 

the widely shared belief  among 
a community that the Street 

Art piece aesthetically 
improves the object might lead 
the judge to rule that the street 
artist did not actually commit 

property damage 

 

Anna Dimitriou. Unknown. Eleyfsina. 
Photo: StreetArtInAthens 
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For my article on ‘”Street Art”  as Property Damage According to the Greek Penal Code’  (in Greek) see: https://e-keme.gr/the-street-art-project-η-τέχνη-του-δρόμου-ως-φθορά-ξ/ (Last 
Accessed: 20.05.2021). 

For background photos No. 1, 2, 4 see: Maria Kostaki, Athens Street Art: Murals That Colour the City. Available at: https://www.thisisathens.org/arts-entertainment/urban-
culture/athens-street-art-photos-slideshow (Last Accessed: 20.05.2021) 

For background photo No. 6 see: StreetArtInAthens Facebook page. Available at: https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=2733799573338478&set=t.100061370296366 (Last Accessed: 
20.05.2021) 

Thank you for your attention! 

Angeliki F. Giannaki- agg.giann@hotmail.com 
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